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Language Policy  

Philosophy of Language:  

● Teachers will foster challenging educational experiences to develop lifelong learners 
who exhibit curiosity and an appreciation for the world’s diversity. 

● Language is the instrument for learning, communication, and expression. 
● Teaching methods are driven by this philosophy. 
● In our mission to prepare students to become lifelong learners in an increasingly 

intercultural world, the Mariner Middle School Middle Years Program Language 
Policy views language as a vital instrument to learning, communication and 
expression. 

 

Language Curriculum at Mariner Middle School: 
Language and Literature: 
The development of Language and Literature is crucial as it allows students to make 
connections across and within the different subject areas. All students are required to 
complete Language and Literature coursework in grades six, seven and eight. Students with 
minimal understanding of the English language will be provided additional support in their 
acquisition of the school’s Language and Literature.  

Language Acquisition:  
Mariner Middle acknowledges the value of students becoming culturally and linguistically 
proficient in a second language and students will receive instruction in Spanish. The primary 
goal of the Language Acquisition program at Mariner Middle is to encourage students to gain 
competence in more than one language, with the long-term goal of balanced bilingualism. 

Visual, Written and Oral Language Implementation:  
Students at Mariner Middle School are enrolled in two separate Language and Literature 
classes. Students may be enrolled in Research or Reading in addition to their Language Arts 
class. These classes aim to develop strong reading and writing skills.  

Reading will take place in all subject areas to create a scholarly atmosphere. Students will be 
exposed to a variety of genres, including but not limited to, literature, poetry, plays, trade 
books, short stories, newspapers/magazines and informational text. When planning for 
instruction, a range of practices will be used. Examples may include guided reading groups, 
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differentiated reading instruction, word lists, graphic 
organizers, word walls, and the use of leveled reading material. 

 

 

Mariner Middle students will be exposed to varied, challenging and meaningful writing 
opportunities. Instruction of written language will incorporate the steps of the writing 
process, the implementation of strong vocabulary and vivid imagery, as well as the use of 
literary elements.  Students will be provided with opportunities to express themselves in 
writing through a variety of genres, such as journaling, essay writing, research reporting, 
creative and biographical writing, poetry and sonnets. Teachers will provide instruction on 
the correct usage of written and oral language conventions, including spelling, grammar and 
rules of punctuation.  

 

Support Services:  

Intensive Reading – The Inside reading program is scheduled for students identified as 
needing focused and intensive reading instruction, in addition to the regularly scheduled 
Language and Literature class.  These classes are ability grouped and are designed to 
increase the student’s specific reading needs (decoding skills, fluency and/or 
comprehension of text) in order to achieve higher levels of success.  

Mother Tongue Support – The language of instruction and mother tongue of the majority of 
students and faculty at Mariner Middle School is English. However, within our student 
population there are many students who view English as their second language. To assist 
these students in assimilating, there is a full time ESOL (English to Speakers of Other 
Languages) paraprofessional on campus to work with a caseload of students with small 
group mentoring. In addition, teachers are required to receive a minimum of 18 training 
hours in ESOL courses, as mandated by the State of Florida.  

Special Education – Students with special education needs receive services from certified 
ESE teachers. Services are provided based on each child’s needs, as related to present levels 
of academic achievement and functional performance and described in their Individual 
Educational Plan (IEP).  

Gifted Services – Students who have been identified as Gifted by the guidelines of the Lee 
County School District receive science, history and language instruction from certified gifted 
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education teachers. Teachers of gifted students use strategies 
that further encourage vocabulary development and reading and writing 

across the curriculum. 


